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“January opens 

The box of the year 

And brings out days 

That are bright and clear 

And brings out days 

That are cold and grey 

And shouts, “come see 

What I brought today!” 

- Leland B. Jacobs 

 

A fresh start and infinite possibilities is what one started with 

in this New Year. 2019 brought with it hopes and expectations galore. 

Resolutions old and new were taken once again to be met with. 

Together we are looking forward to achieving greater heights! 

Workshop by Dr. Mathew Knoester 

AWAKENING MINDS 

After the chilling and relaxing winter break the teachers 

returned to school on the 12th of January, 2019. Exchanging New Year 

greetings teachers of Santa Maria and Junior school gathered to 

attend a workshop to awaken their minds, by Associate Professor of 

Educational Studies from U.S, Dr Matthew Knoester. An interesting 

and interactive workshop followed, where the Schema Theory of the 

famous psychologist Piaget was discussed. The 5 Habits Of The Mind 

– Evidence, Connections, Conjecture, Perspective and Relevance were 

enumerated as a way to develop critical thinking in children. The focus 

was on classroom practices. In all, a day of fruitful discussions and 

learning. 



 

Welcoming Dr. Mathew Knoester  

 

 Piaget’s theory well explained. 

 

 

Interactive Session- Habits of Mind 



Circle Time 

A circle for sharing experiences! 

Circle Time is a regular activity that helps to develop positive 

relationships between children and to listen to each other. 

With eagerness children returned to school after their winter 

vacations. Wrapped up in their warm clothing they had much to share 

from their holiday experiences and incidents, in their circle time on 

the first day back in school. 

The second topic was a very relevant one which affects our daily 

lives, viz. Road safety. Children highlighted numerous incidents from 

their daily lives, wherein road safety is being compromised. The topic 

elicited a lively participation from all. 

 

Ma’am,  मैंने नया साल गोवा में मनाया! 

 

Learning to listen and listening to understand 



 

 

 

 

 “Riding without a helmet is not safe at all. You have to think, what if 

you slip and fall?” 

 

 

  

 



Community Singing 

Singing together …staying together… 

 

Singing together in our first community singing session after the 

winter vacations, set the mood for a power packed exercise of our 

vocal chords. The teachers set the mood starting the session with 

their energetic performance.  

 

 

Teachers set the tone… and the children follow ! 

 



 

Enjoying the music! 

 

Churning out the melodies! 

 

Some actions thrown in with the songs! 

 



Preparations for Sports Day 

 

 Sports day preparations in full swing with each section of class 2 & 3 

making headgears with different patterns. The headgears represent 

the different tribes of Manipur and each section have chosen 

different colour combinations and patterns. 

                                

Creativity at its best!                       “Look at mine…looks quite                                                            

similar to yours….!” 

                         

In making…..a crown for my head! 



 

Makar Sankranti 

 

Makar Sankranti assembly was presented by the enthusiastic 

Class 2 children on the festival of Makar Sankranti.  

The fact that this festival, is celebrated all across the country 

was very well highlighted. Kite flying generated interest in the 

children. Children wore traditional clothes of each state and spoke 

about how Makar Sankranti is celebrated. Interestingly, sweets made 

with ‘Til’ (Sesame) and jaggery are prepared all over the country 

during this time. The students were well informed about the festival. 

  

“I am a Himachali girl celebrating the Magha Sajhi .” 

 

Suggi festival in Karnataka.  Tyohar ek, Vesh bhusha aanek…. 



Panchatantra 

“Life in stories….” 

What is life if not a collection of stories? The Panchtantra moral 

stories are one of the most popular collections of animal-based fables. 

Teaching life lessons through these stories, class 1 had a follow up 

session with the children illustrating “The story I liked the most…”. 

They beautifully depicted their understanding and confidently 

narrated the same. 

  

Never build castles in the air! 

 

Everybody has some good in them! 



 

 

Need can be satisfied, not greed!! 

 

 

 

Choose your friends wisely. 

 

 

 



Republic Day Celebrations 

The month of January brought the school together for a special 

assembly on Republic Day. The significance of the day was depicted 

through the medium of music, dance and smart marching by the NCC 

cadets. The junior section choir put up an enthusiastic rendition of 

“sare jahan se accha…”. The audience joined in with equally passionate 

singing. 

Junior section had a discussion in the class on 

 What is the constitution? 

 What is the significance of the Republic Day? 

 

Follow up activity 

 

 Preamble from the book of Leela Seth was explained to them 

highlighting the keywords like Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, 

Democratic and Republic. 

 Discussion on Republic Day parade was done in the class   

 

Constantly guiding us with her wisdom! 



 

Jhanda uncha rahe hamara…!              Celebrating the Republic day  

Keeping the tricolour flying high!       together… 

 

Saare jahan se achcha….Fills us with pride! 

 

Preamble to the constitution….on my fingertips! 



SPORTS DAY 

Talent wins games but teamwork wins championships!! 

The junior section sports day started with a bang on the 29th of 

January, 2019, where class 3 and 4 participated in all the events and 

drill enthusiastically. The following day, 30th of January, 2019, the 

energetic students of class 1 and 2 took part in the sports events. 

The chief guests on day 1 was Dr Jessy Abraham and for day 2 it was 

our dear Jacob sir. The children’s spirit of working together was very 

much evident in their well-coordinated drill performances. With every 

athlete working to the best of their ability, they ran the races and 

crossed the obstacles. The enthusiasm with which parents 

participated in the different parent races was a sight to see!  

 

Marching ahead with head held high! 

 

Welcome ma’am ….a token of our love! 



 

Belief in yourself is greater than any obstacle. 

 

Graceful performers of class 3! 

 

A sportsperson’s pledge….. 



 

 

Worry less Zumba more with class 4!! 

 

Best things come to those who don’t give up….three cheers for our 

champions!! 



 

Inspiring words by the chief guest Dr Jessy Abraham. 

 

Relay race….together we shall win!! 

 

Get… set…and Go!!!  



 

The obstacles of life will be crossed with the same fortitude!  

 

 

Conducting the show….teacher the perfect mentor! 



 

Enjoying the show put up by the children. 

 

Eat healthy to be strong ….racing rabbits can never be wrong!! 

 

The vibrant peacocks …colourful and cheerful! 



.  

Kindling  the fire of sportsmanship  

 

Relay race…team work makes the dream work!!

  



 

Winners of class 2. 

 

Run or crawl…conquer them all! 

 



 

Li’l champs of class 1! 

 

I shall  overcome!! 

 

Kadam  mila ke chal!! 



 

And the winners are……!! 

 

 

Having fun - staying fit!! 



  The New Year started with a plethora of activities ranging from 

academic, patriotic, to physical activities which had us on our toes 

keeping us warmed up in cold Delhi weather! Each activity has enriched 

the children and honed their mental and physical abilities, as we near 

the end of the month. 

 

Goodbye January 

EVERY ENDING HAS A 

New Beginning 

WE’RE READY FOR YOU 

February!! 

 

CONTRIBUTION: 

With the support of all the teachers in the junior section! 

 


